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— Young Scholar Session (1 )—

Intracultural Variations in Early Childhood Education:

228 wHo| A=y FF T4

TR (Fe] oAb sl frobuSat 2] ul)

I. Purpose of the Study

The primary purpose of this study was to investigate the potential relationships among
cultural/ethnic  factors and educational beliefs for facilitating young children’'s learning
and socialization in Korean families. According to Zea, Asner—Self, Birman, and Buki
(2003), cultural/ethnic factors include four key domains: (a) ethnicity, (b) cultural/ethnic
identity, (c¢) cultural competence (e.g, language and cultural knowledge), and (d)
demographic  characteristics. This study examined the variations in cultural/ethnic
perceptions and educational beliefs about childrearing and early schooling among three
Korean parent groups: a) Korean immigrant families in the US., (b) Korean families who
have returned from the US. to Korea—the transnational families, and (c) Korean families
in Korea who have no experience of educating their children in other countries—the
culture of origin families—used as a comparison group. The study aimed to identify
similarities and differences in cultural/ethnic perceptions and educational beliefs among
the three groups with the goal of improving teachers’ understanding of the complexity of
the transcultural experience. Such understanding could positively impact culturally
responsive  educational programs. Korean immigrant families are influenced by two
different social contexts: their culture of origin as well as the new culture they are

exposed to in the U.S.
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II. Significance of the Study

This research study is important for several reasons. First of all, even though many
researchers have vigorously studied immigrant groups, particularly the Latino and some
Asian groups (typically Chinese, Taiwanese, or Japanese), few research studies have
focused on the minor ethnic groups in the US. such as Korean immigrant and
non—immigrant families (e.g., transnational families). Moreover, few research studies have
examined the significantly growing population of immigrant children enrolled in preschool
or kindergarten and their parents in the US. (Adair & Tobin, 2008). In immigrant
families of minor ethnic groups, research is necessary to identify major differences in
cultural beliefs about educating children and the impact of those beliefs on childrearing
practices for children in order to make culturally robust bridges between parents and
teachers (Rothstein—Fisch, Trumbull, & Garcia, 2009).

Secondly, the research was conducted to begin to define a contextual understanding of
Korean immigrant families cultural/ethnic and educational perceptions in order to broaden
the educational conversations between parents and teachers (Bruns & Corso, 2001; Igoa,
1995; Rothstein—Fisch et al., 2009). Cho, Chen, and Shin (2010) argued that the families
views on parenting and education are a critical issue that a growing number of teachers
encounter in our global community. They emphasized that educators of young children play
critical roles in greater understanding of differences in beliefs, values, and practices in
education. They state, “Respect for the unique experiences, needs, and challenges of
transnational families is a prerequisite for gaining knowledge and skills for working with
them and being a more effective supporter and advocate.” (p. 36). The families may have
unique educational perspectives related to their own socio—cultural demands and needs in
complexity of global education. However, there is little research on Korean transnational

families, as this is a relatively recent demographic trend in our global society.
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III. Research Questions

Do the three groups differ in the following variables: cultural/ethnic perceptions of
identity and cultural competence, and parents’ beliefs about childrearing and early
schooling? If so, how do the three groups differ in regard to these variables?

What is the relationship between the cultural/ethnic factors significant to Korean
immigrant parents and their educational beliefs about their children's learning and
socialization?

How do Korean immigrant parents understand and respond to cultural/ethnic similarities

and differences in schooling?

IV. Perspective(s) or Theoretical Framework

Two theoretical frameworks shaped this study: socio—cultural constructivist views and
eco—cultural theory. Socio—cultural constructivist theory was a major theoretical
foundation used to explain cultural effects on individual immigrant families' beliefs,
values, goals, and practices while they undergo cultural/ethnic transformations from home
(the culture of origin) to mainstream America (Fosnot, 1996; Oxford, 1997). In order to
effectively understand children's learning and development, teachers need to understand
cultural beliefs, values, and behavioral patterns which community members (e.g., the
child's family and neighbors) develop within their own social contexts (Calzada et al.,
2009). In addition, according to Lamb and Sternberg's (1992) perspectives on the
culture—belief structure, parents develop their own beliefs through particular experiences
in the socio—cultural contexts of particular human ecologies (McGillicuddy—De Lisi &
Subramanian, 1996). Parents’ educational beliefs about children’s learning and development
vary across culture, ecologies, and social systems. According to eco—cultural theory,
Bernheimer, Gallimore, and Weisner (1990) take account of family—constructed meaning of
their environments. Families critically respond to those environments and meanings in

their daily routines. Daily routines of families, therefore, are significant components of
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analysis to understand families’ beliefs, values, and goals. The beliefs vary across
cultural/ethnic groups as ecologies and social systems are different. Thus, variations in
beliefs about child development and parenting might exist across and/or within
cultural/ethnic ~ groups  (McGillicuddy—De Lisi & Subramanian, 1996). Weisner (2002)
explained that families in all cultural/ethnic groups create or maintain their own daily
routines and activities that may be associated with their proactive responses to their own
circumstances and meanings. Within the same ethnic groups, parents educational
beliefs/values about parenting may be heterogeneous and associated with the difficulties
their children face in schooling (Julian et al., 1994). If these variations are understood by
teachers, teachers may actually reduce ongoing and potential conflicts with immigrant
parents derived from cultural/ethnic  discrepancies.  Variations of  cultural/ethnic
perceptions and educational beliefs emerging within an ethnic group may explain various
aspects of educational practices in a global society. It is important to develop conceptual
frameworks for enhancing and/or sustaining culturally responsive early  childhood
education so that teachers effectively work with parents from culturally and ethnically
diverse backgrounds by understanding that similarities and differences exist within and

between cultural groups.

V. Methods

This study used a mixed methods approach for identifying variations in the
cultural/ethnic  perceptions of Korean parents’ educational beliefs about childrearing and
early schooling related to their current socio—cultural contexts. The participants included
three different groups of Korean parents who are currently educating young children (age
4-8), from preschoolers and kindergarteners to first/second grade students: (a) 79 Korean
immigrant parents in the US. (KI), (b) 98 Korean parents with no transnational
experiences outside of the country of origin, Korea (CO), and (¢) 42 transnational parents
now living in Korea (TN).

“The explanatory sequential design” used in this study consists of the quantitative and
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qualitative phases for data collection and analysis (Creswell & Clark, 2007, p. 72). In the
quantitative phase, this study investigated how the three Korean parent groups (KI, CO,
and TN) differ in cultural/ethnic perceptions and educational beliefs. Several existing
scales were used to measure cultural/ethnic perceptions and educational beliefs. Statistical
data analysis for descriptive and inferential methods were used to identify the
relationships and the variations among the variables of cultural/ethnic perceptions and
educational beliefs (Vishnevsky & Beanlands, 2004). The reliability of each scale was
acceptable (e.g., alphas above .65 are generally deemed acceptable) across several
cultural/ethnic groups.

The quantitative survey data were the primary source of data for this study and were
subsequently followed by qualitative analysis of the data from the interviews in the second
phase. Probing further through interviews, this study qualitatively explored the
cultural/ethnic experiences of four parents form the Korean immigrant group in regard to
the educational beliefs and practices embedded in their own daly family routines.
Semi—structured interviews were enployed as a qualitative method to uncover the essence
of Korean immigrant parents' educational beliefs and attitudes from their own
socio—cultural experiences regarding educating their children in the US. A mixed
approach is chosen for interviews: (a) the narrative interview method and (b) the
conceptual interview method (Kvale & Brinkman, 2009; Lather, 2006; Merriam, 2009). The
interviews were used to probe and expand on the information derived from the results of

the surveys in the quantitative phase.

VI. Results and Conclusions

Results from the quantitative survey data indicate several significant intracultural
variations in  cultural/ethnic perceptions and educational beliefs and noteworthy
relationships among variables (e.g., between socio—demographic factors and acculturation,
between enculturation and educational beliefs, etc.). The findings indicated that Korean

immigrant families encounter dual processes of acculturation and enculturation, that is,
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integration rather than assimilation, that can be potentially challenging for facilitating
their children's learning and socialization. (Cho, Chen, & Shin, 2010; Miyoshi, 2011; Song,
2010). The findings suggested that Korean immigrant families develop particular
culture—belief ~ structures derived from experiences of socio—cultural transformations
between their own socio—cultural contexts and the mainstream school settings of their
children.

As the Korean immigrant (KI) and transnational parents (TN) form new cultural/ethnic
perceptions through experiences of socio—cultural transitions across cultures, they are also
likely to maintain Korean cultural/ethnic perceptions and orientations. Although the
Korean immigrant parents have encountered the dual processes of acculturation and
enculturation, they continue to value Korean cultural/ethnic perceptions and orientation,
rather than discarding them to completely conform to the dominant culture. These findings
provide a snapshot of characteristics of Korean parents' culture—belief structure. The
Korean population in the US. has a strong propensity to retain a collectivistic cultural
orientation and is less likely to be totally acculturated than some of the other ethnic
groups living in the U.S., for instance, Latinos (Bae & Brekke, 2002; Lee & Landreth,
2003; Lee, & Shin, 2008; Yeh, 2003). However, there is evidence of other subgroups living
in contemporary immigrant communities that shows a rising importance of cultural/ethnic
perspectives on hybridity. For instance, the work of Isik—Ercan (2012) showed that
Turkish immigrant parents living in the US. create intentional cultural/ethnic activities
through which their children's bilingual and bicultural identities are strengthened. The
immigrant parents strive to develop various cultural/ethnic activities and orientations to
promote children's cognitive and socio—emotional development in the complex process of
acculturation and enculturation. The result is the development of the hybrid community.
Thus, teachers might rethink the comnection between immigrant children's cognitive and
socio—emotional skills to their academic learning and development (Isik—Ercan (2012). In
fact, such learning and development might be enhanced by using socio—cultural practices
of the hybrid community.

This study indicates that the Korean parents (K[, CO, and TN) in different
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socio—cultural contexts had not only similarities but also differences in educational beliefs
about childrearing and early schooling, although some significance levels were low. When
compared to Korean parents with no transnational experiences (CO), Korean immigrant
parents (KI) and transnational parents (TN) are more influenced by experiences of
socio—cultural transitions in the U.S. in regard to educational beliefs about childrearing at
home and early schooling. This is not surprising since the CO parents have not had the
cross—cultural experience.

Although the Korean immigrant parents were more likely to maintain their own
parenting beliefs and practices derived from their homeland, they were encountering some
changes of their parenting beliefs and practices based on experiences from mainstream
American culture and values. These findings suggest that the Korean immigrant parents
may face challenges when educating their children through the dual process of
acculturation and enculturation.

The qualitative findings extend the quantitative results in that even though the Korean
immigrant parents (KI) are acculturated into US—American culture at different levels, they
were likely to maintain certain enculturation levels (e.g, Korean identity, Korean
language competence, and cultural knowledge), which were parallel to the enculturation
levels of the two other groups (CO and TN) (see tables 14 and 15). Therefore, rather than
choosing one dominant cultural aspect, they were likely to develop two aspects of the
culture—belief structure to successfully educate their young children in the U.S. while
maintaining Korean heritage and values. Thus they wanted to provide various
opportunities and rich learning environments for their children to learn both
socio—cultural values, Korean and American, and two languages in the U.S. The Korean
immigrant families in this study had ongoing dual processes of enculturation and
acculturation in developing culture—belief structure, which appear to be the meaningful
units for educating their children (Weisner, 2002). Considering their children as dual
language learners and social members living in the US., they were likely to create a
coexistence of two cultural/ethnic perceptions (Korean and US—American) and link these to

their educational beliefs and related child—rearing practices. This appears to be an
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important feature of the culture—belief structures for Korean immigrant families, rather
than undergoing an assimilation process in which many immigrants fully integrate
themselves into the dominant country (Calzada et al., 2009). It supports the findings of
Isik—Ercan (2012) on hybrid immigrant communities. This ‘hybridization” might be
indicative of contemporary strides in American society in general, and education in

particular, to support and respect multi—culturalism. This is worth further examination.

VII. Implications

This study provided a critical foundation for a contextual understanding of Korean
immigrant parents' educational beliefs and practices related to early school schooling while
being acculturated into the dominant school culture and curriculum. As a critical unit for
identifying family—constructed meanings of education, a deeper contextual understanding
of Korean immigrant parents' cultural/ethnic perceptions in relation to educational beliefs
should be central to culturally responsive education designed to support Korean immigrant
families. It 1S necessary for educators to examine the beliefs and practices of Korean
immigrant families around education in order to broaden the educational conversation and
mutual understanding between parents and teachers for effectively facilitating their
children's learning and socialization in our global society.

This study shows that transnational parents highly valued most of the items related to
cultural/ethnic - perceptions (enculturation) and educational beliefs about childrearing and
early schooling more so than the two other groups (KI and CO) did. Further research
should identify transnational parents' cultural/ethnic experiences in transitional processes
across nations and their effects on educational trends and practices in Korea. These
results are noteworthy because this is a new issue of global education since transnational
families are one of the fastest growing populations in the U.S. (Cho et al., 2010; Lee &
Shin, 2008). Their socio—cultural affiliation with both Korean and US—American culture
may be meaningfully related to both KI and CO in regard to the transitional experiences,

adjustment to a new culture, and social comnections. Transnational families' socio—cultural
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affiliation may show significant cultural/ethnic factors for global education that influence
immigrant families' cultural/ethnic perceptions linked to educational beliefs and needs.
Their culture—belief structure emerging through socio—cultural experiences may affect
educational trends in Korea. Immigrant children bring special and unique experiences to
school. Individual children may be different and unique, even those from the same
cultural/ethnic group because of the special meanings and priorities given by individual
family processing of acculturation and enculturation.

Administrators and policymakers should continue to hold cultural competence and
culturally responsive school settings for immigrant/non—immigrant children and families as
a high priority. For instance, they should prepare coursework for preservice teachers to
support mainstreaming practices in classrooms that understand and appreciate hybrid,
integrated commumities. They should also provide relevant training and mentoring
opportunities that includes intracultural similarities as well as differences for new
teachers. For instance, Korean immigrant parents are likely to feel conflicted about
different educational beliefs and practices between home and school (e.g., less emphasis
on academic learning in schooling, lower—level learning achievements, vs. play—based less
competitive classroom). In order to overcome the gaps, they used tutoring in informal
educational institutions or home. In addition, the Korean immigrant parents were
dissatisfied by the lack of detailed information about their children's learning and school
life, but they felt they could not ask for that information directly for fear that teachers
would feel disrespected. Thus teachers might open communication by understanding Korean
immigrant parents' perspectives on challenges in educating their children in terms of
cultural/ethnic  differences between home and school. These perspectives are very critical
for educators i Korea to rethink their ongoing socio—cultural approach to
immigrant/non—immigrant  families who have different first languages, cultural
backgrounds and value systems derived from their homelands. This becomes one of the
most crucial issues of education not only in the US. (Huntsinger & Jose, 2009; Turney &
Kao, 2009) but also in Korea, in relation to intracultural aspects in global education.

Research is necessary to analyze significant similarities and differences in cultural/ethnic
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beliefs about educating children not only across cultures but also within a cultural/ethnic
group because of cultural heterogeneity in global communities.

Administrators who design and implement professional development programs for
teachers should consider integrating individual family service and interventions for both
Korean immigrant children and their parents concerning cultural/social disconnections
between home and school into required courses in teacher training. Korean immigrant
childben may be likely to face difficulties in cultural/social understanding in early
schooling that affect their own cultural/ethnic identity (Kim, 2011). As Isik—Ercan (2012)
explains the importance of the specific socio—cultural practices within hybrid Turkish
immigrant communities in the US. Korean immigrant families need to be provided with
culturally responsive supports for their “cultural hybridity” derived from dual processes of
acculturation and enculturation and cultural/ethnic ~differences in educational beliefs and
practices. For instance, teachers can use integrative individual family service and
interventions by providing individual mentorship to support children's socialization between
home and school. Korean immigrant families could be supported by reflecting on their
cultural roles in minimizing cultural/ethnic challenges that their children can face in
hybrid communities. Korean immigrant parents can learn how to create cultural practices
that fit into their own immigrant communities and the mainstream cultures in order to
provide their children with better educational environments.

Emphasizing the importance of opportunities for teaches to develop culturally relevant
pedagogy for teaching and supporting immigrant children and parents in class, teachers
can explore cultural participation in “community—centered activities’, such as Korean
language  schools (Kea, Canpbell-Whatley, & Richards, 2006, p. 11). The
community—centered activities might allow teachers to provide Korean immigrant children
with culturally/ethnically meaningful activities shared with peers in school. Through these
activities, teachers can encourage them to develop their own cultural/ethnic values and
“dual” identity while encountering the complex process of acculturation and enculturation
between home and school/community. Moreover, teachers need to create meaningful

activities by joining Korean immigrant parents outside of formal school settings. Thus
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teachers can obtain accurate information to understand immigrant parents' educational
beliefs about childrearing and early schooling so that they can become more sensitive to
their children's learning, behaviors, and social activities in schooling.

Given these implications, this study provides researchers and educators with an
alternate approach to a contextual understanding of Korean immigrant parents in order to
foster and/or further culturally responsive practices for their children in school. Research
is necessary to analyze significant similarities and differences in cultural/ethnic beliefs
about educating children not only across cultures but also within a cultural/ethnic group
because of cultural heterogeneity in global communities. Identifying the culture—belief
structure of immigrant parents in an ethnic minority group can be a resource for a deeper
contextual understanding of parenting beliefs and practices. Thus, teachers will be better
able to make meaningful relationships and thoughtful responses to Korean immigrant
parents regarding their children's learning and socialization. This study is a preliminary
step in this direction. It should be further developed by voicing individual families' stories
and experiences in their communities so that teachers can help create educational

pathways that make strong connections between teachers and parents.
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